KOREAN BASIC COURSE INTRODUCTORY UNIT

INTRODUCTORY UNIT
Introduction

This volume is designed to teach spoken Korean to English speakers.
The Korean presented in this book is representative of the “"standard”
speech of educated Koreans in Seoul, which has been the capital city and
cultural, educational and political center of the country for over five
hundred years. In Korea, as in every other nations, there is considerable
local variation in pronunciation and vocabulary as well as in styles of
speech. However, in schools all over Korea the language presented here
is used and taught as the national standard and, if you learn it well,
you will be speaking a form of Korean which has prestige throughout the
country and which will be understood everywhere.

This course is written primarily for use im an intensive language
program of twenty or more hours per week; but it can also be used for
other situations, such as a language program in which one or more part—
time students attend class for three to six hours per week, or for
individual study with the aid of recorded tapes.

Acquiring proficiency in the use of language 1s like acquiring
proficiency in any other skill, for example, driving an automobile --
you must practice until the mechanics of driving -- or speaking —— are
reflex. It is the aim of this course, therefore, to bring students to
"automacity" in speaking and understanding everyday Korean.

The following points are emphasized:

1. ALWAYS SPEAK AT A NORMAL CONVERSATIONAL SPEED. Do not speak

slower than a "normal rate of speed.”

2. CORRECT MISTAKES IMMEDIATELY.

3. REVIEW CONSTANTLY. As the student proceeds through the course,
he should master everything thoroughly. Each new unit pre-
supposes thorough mastery of what has been covered before.
Otherwise, do not go ahead.
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Organization and Use of This Course

Each unit in Korean Basic Course (Units 1-18) consists of four
major parts: Basic Dialogue or other "basic sentences,” Notes on

Dialogues, Grammar Notes, Drills and Exercises.

Basic Dialogues

Each unit begins with a connected dialogue of about ten sentences
between two or (occasionally) more speakers. Each dialogue is to be
practiced, memorized and acted out until it has been so “overlearned"
that the utterances and their sequence are understood and can be produced
automatically without conscious thought or hesitation. In some units,
there is a group of two or (rarely) more short dialogues which are
related to one another. In such a unit, the dialogues may be treated
as one connected dialogue.

In the Basic Dialogues, mnew words and phrases ("build-ups") are
introduced immediately before each sentence. They are not part of the
Dialogue itself.

Notes on Dialogues and Grammar Notes

Notes on Dialogues and Grammar Notes follow the Basic Dialogue
section. The Notes are intended to be self-explanatory and to be read
after the Basic Dialogue has been introduced. The Notes on Dialogues
are numbered according to the sentences in the dialogue, and are in-
tended to give additicnal information on the use of the words, phrases,
or sentences. The Grammar Notes are systematic presentations of new
patterns or major grammatical comstructions that occur for the first
time in the Basic Dialogues or other "basic sentences" in the unit.

The Grammar Notes are written to give some basic understanding
of Korean to the beginning student, and are intended to be immediately

and practically relevant.
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Drills
The Drills in this Course are of a considerable variety. However,
each unit basically has five kinds of drills:
Substitution Drills
Transformation (or Grammar) Drills
Response Drills
Combination Drills
Expansion Drills
It is to be noted that each drill has its own specific purpose, but
the final goal of all the drills is to lead the student to develop his
proficiency in free conversation. Without sufficient drill practice,
he cannot achieve such proficiency.
a. Substitution Drills
In this course, there are several kinds of substitution drills:
simple Substitution, Multiple Substitution, Alternate Substitutien,
Correlation Substitution, ete. In substitution drills — of whatever
kind - the student will be required to produce the given pattern sentence,
and then he will be required to make substitutions in one or more "slots."
Sometimes, he may be asked to form a properly arranged sentence by
inserting a correlated cue. The basic aims of a substitution drill
are twofold: the first is to make the student's control of the pattern
sentences automatic and reflex, in order to develop fluency in actual
free conversation; the second is to practice useful lexical items in the
given sentence patterns. The lexical items are either those which have
occurred previously or new related ones. New words and phrases added
in the substitution drills are marked with an asterisk to the left of
the sentence on their first occurrence. New words and phrases are
used only in substitution drills. Substitution drills are printed in
two columns, with English equivalents on the right and drill sentences

with cues underlined on the left. English equivalents are not provided
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except for the model sentences at the beginning of each drill; but only
in Substitution Drills are English equivalents provided for subsequent
sentences.
b. Response Drills

These are mostly question-and-answer drills designed to help the
student develop ability to respond to questlions normally. A model is
provided at the beginning of the drill. The student is required to
produce a response for each question or remark.
¢. Transformation Drills

The student is required to produce sentences parallel in an easily
generalizable way to the pattern sentence. For example, the student may
be asked to transform a negative to an affirmative patterm; or a statement
to a question. Transformation Drills are sometimes designated as
Grammar Drills in this course.
d. Combination Drills

These are drills in which the student is asked to produce one
long pattern by combining two short patterns.
e. Expansion Drills

Starting from a short sentence, the student expands the sentence

each time in specific ways.

Exercises

The exercises are of two sorts: (1) they ask the student to
complete unfinished utterances or to glve appropriate responses to the
questions based on reality relevant to each situation; (2) they offer
suggestions about additional practice and review for what has been
covered in the unit.

The student should be able to do all these exercises fluently

and accurately before going on to the next unit.
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Romanization

The symbols used to represent Korean sounds are based on a phonemic
analysis (see Pronunciation), but each word is transcribed morphophone-
mically - that is, each word is always written with the same sequence
of symbols, even though its pronunclation may be changed by what precedes
or follows it. However, if a word has two shapes, our selection is made
on the basis of the final sound of the preceding word. The stems of
inflected words (i.e., verbs) are written the same way always, even
if phonetic changes take place when certain endings or suffixes are
added to them.

Words are separated by spaces. A Kerean word is a form which may
be either (1) inflected or uninflected, (2) bound or free. Free formd
can occur alone, while bound forms can occur only with other forms.

If a bound form occurs with another form, the combination is a single
word unless at least one of the bound forms also occurs with free forms
in other constructions.

The first letter of a sentence (except 1 or 3) is capitalized.

So is the first letter of a proper noun wherever it occurs.

Korean Orthography (Hankil)

In this volume, the dialogue portions of each unit are accompanied
by Korean orthography (Hankil) throughout the text. And in the glossary
at the end of the text, Hankil is provided for all entries, in addition
to English equivalents.

We follow. the standard Korean spelling rules in this text regardless
of the transcription. Spaces within a phrase or sentence are based on
Hank1l writing rules; for example, particles are not separated from the

words preceding them.
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Since Hankil is relatively easy to learn, it may be introduced
gradually during the middle part of the text, replacing the Romanized
transeription completely by the time this volume is completed. A
student should thus be able to read in Hankil at normal speed.

It is not the intention of this text to teach spoken Korean
through Hankil from the very beginning, since it requires some time
before the student can read it fluently. Hankil can be easily
mastered by reading (in Hankil) dialogues which have already been
memorized by the student.

It is suggested that students interested in written Korean (which
requires the knowledge of Chinese characters in addition to Hank1l)

use an appropriate basic reading text.

Special Symbols

Symbol In a KOREAN seguence In an ENGLISH sequence
¢ ) Optional addition, no change Explanatory information,
of meaning. a(b) = a or abj not required in English.

b 1s optional.
Muss (11) hasimnikka? Korean (language)
"What do [you] do?"
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(v 1)

[ 1
a/b

VA 4
2

- Literal translation-
[I]'m fine. (F[I] exist well.l)

— English 1items not represented
in Korean.
[I]'m fine. ('[I] exist well.!)

Alternate forms (like English ——

a/an).

i/ka, 11/111

ISentence! pronunclation of —

preceding words (like English

can't you /kancha/)
sttehsimnikka?/ettessimnikka/

hakssng/haksseng/
Hankuk mal/hangkungmal/
— (In 'Build-ups!) or
child; baby
(In substitution drills) new —
lexical 1tem.
End of questlon-sentence. ——
End of other kinds of sentences. -—=
After (1) sentence adverbs and —
adverb phrases, (2) subordinate
clauses.
(1) Connects parts of compound —_—

words (like English sister-in-
law), (2--in Grammar Notes)
indicates end of verb stem or
beginning of some verb endings.

Pronunelation

Standard Korean, spoken by educated natlives of Seoul, has an inventory

of 8 vowela, 2 semi-vowels and 19 consonants:
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(a) vowels

(b) Semi-vowels

W y

(¢) Consonants

Note:

P t e k

PP tt co kk

rh th ch kh h
s
s8

m n ng
1

The symbols pp, tt, cc, kk, ph, th, ch, kh, 83, ng in the
above chart are unlt asounds, not combinatlon sounds.

The Korean phonological system can be described in terms of possible syllable

formation:

(a) 8
(b) 144
(e) 11
(d) 108
(e) 90
(£) 1
(=) 1
(h)

(1) 56
(3) 1008
(k) 42
(1) 35
(m) 756
(n) 630

The most common
vowels, (b) 144

single vowels

conscnant + vowel

seml-vowel + vowel

consonant + y (semi-vowel) + vowel
consonant + w (semi-vowel) + vowel
L+y

H+a+y

congonant + w + 8 + ¥

vowel + consonant

consonant + vowel + consonant

¥ + vowel + consonant

W + vowel + consonant

congonant + y -+ vowel + consonant

consonant + w + vowel + consonant

syllable types, however, are the first flve kinds:

(a) 8 single

conzonant + vowel, (e) 11 semi-vowel + vowel, (d) 108 consonant
+ y + vowel, (e) 90 consonant + W + vowel.

The followlng chart shows the formatlion of the basle Korean syllables.

It i1s essentlal that the student should ultimately be able to prongunce and

distinguish each syllable type correctly.

8
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Practice 1

a| ka kka kha na ta tta tha la | ma pa pra pha sa saa ca cea cha ha ang

o| ke |kke | khe | ne |te |tte |the |le |ma | po | ppe |phe |se |sse |ce |ceas |cha | he |eng

o| ko kko kho ne to tto tho le me fele] jujale] pho 80 s80 co ceo cho ho ong

u| ku keu khu nu tu ttu thu 1u mu Pu PRU rhu su ssu cu ccu chu hu ung

1] ka kka khy ni ta tta thi 11 mi PL PPL phi 51 ss81 (b cel chi hi ing

1] ki kil khi ni t1 ttl thi 11 mi pl epl vhi sl ssl el cel chi hi ing

e | ke kke khe ne te tte the le me pe Dpe phe se Bse ce cce che he eng

@ | k= kks khee n=: ta tte the 1= | m» | pe pps | phe @ | s3@ c@ cem chs | h® | ang

ya | 'kya | kkya | khya | nya | tya | ttya | thya | lya | mya | pya | ppya | phya | sya | ssya |cya |ccya | chya | hya | yang

ya | kya | kkya | khys | nya | tya | ttye | thys | 1ys | mys | pye | ppye | phye | sye | ssya | cya |ceys |chys | hys | yeng

yo | kyo | kkyo | khyo | nyo | tyo | ttyo w:&o lyo | myo | pye | ppye | phyo | syo | ssyo | eyo |eccyo | chyo | hyo | yong

yu | kyu | kkyu | khyu | nyu | tyu | ttyu | thyu | lyu | myu | pyu | ppyw | phyu | syu | ssyu |cyu |ecyu | chyu | hyu | yung

ye | kye | kkye | khye | nye | tye | ttye | thye | lye | mye | pye | ppye | phye | sye [ ssye |cye |ccye |chye | hye | yeng

y@ | ky= | kky® | khy® | nys | tye | ttym | thys | lys | my= | py= | ppy® | phy= | sy= | ssy= |cys |ccy® | chy= | hys | yeng

wa | kwa | kkwa | khwa | nwa | twa | ttwa | thwa | lwa | mwa | pwa | ppwa | phwa | swa | sswa |cwa |ccwa |chwa | hwa | wang

wa | kwe | kikwa | khwa | nwa | twa | ttwa | thwa | lwa | mws | pwa | ppwe | phwe | swe | ssws |cwa |ccws |chwe | hwa | weng

wi | kowl | kkewi | khwi |nwl | twl | ttwil | thwi |1wl | mwil | pwi | ppwl | phwil | swl | sawl |cwl |cewl |chwil | hwl | wing

we | kwe | kkwe | khwe | nwe | twe | ttwe | thwe |lwe | mwe | pwe | ppwe | phwe | swe | sawe |cwe |cewe |chwe | hwe | weng

wee | kws | kkwee | khwe | nwa | twee | ttwa | thwe | lwe Exﬂﬂ pw® | ppwe | phws | sws | Saw® |cws | cewss | chwe | hwa | wang
L
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Syllable Final Consonant Chart

Possible syllable final consconants
within or at the end of words.

Actual syllable-final sounds

(1)

(2)

(3)

(%)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

-k
~kk

=m

=1

-ng

Fractice 2
(1)

(2)

kak
kakk
kakh

tat
tatt
tath
tas
tass

11

Jkak/

Jtat/
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tac
tace /tat/
tach
(3) pap
papp /pap/
paph
(4) ah /a/
(5) lal /lal/
(6) mam /mam/
(7) nan /nan/
(8) ang /ang/

Every syllable-final consonant within or at the end of a word becomes the
initial consonant of the following syllable when a vowel occurs immediately after
1t. If two consonants occur in a cluster, the flrst of the cluster belongs to
the preceding syllable and the second goes to the followlng syllable. Morpho-
phonemle boundry within a word is not indicated. Thus, the consonant comblna-
tions -p p-y -t &-, -¢ ¢-, -k k-, -8 8-, -p h~) =% h~, -¢ h-, -k h-, which may
be divided morphemically so that the first consonant of the cluster belongs to
the preceding syllable and the second to the following syllable, are not dls-
tinguished syllabically from the unit consonants pp, tt, cc, kk, ss, ph, th, ch,
kh, even though the Korean orthography does distingulsh them. In Korean, every
syllable contains a vowel; therefore, there are as many syllables as there are

vowels.
Practice 3
(1) kaka (3) papa
kakka pappa
kakha papha
(2) tata (%) aha
tatta (5) 1ala
tatha
tasa (6) mama
tassa (7) nana
taca (8) anga
tacca
tacha

12
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1 Symbol: Closeat English Sound: Short Description:
a fal in !father! short
B tul in Thut! opens phonetically [3] or [A]
=] tg! in 1for! rounded; with lips protruded
u Tul in Tfood! short with lip-rounding
1 tul in tput! long and unrounded
i tee! in 'meet! short
e fel in 'pen! lower than English te!
@ fal in That! short
Practice 4
1. /fa/ 2. /e/ 3. Jof
a toht sss  'quickly! 0 'a famlly namel
ai fchiiqd! ace tyesterday! ol fcucamber!
ca twelll ca IT! (polite form} Co 'a family name!
4. Sfu/f 5. /fi/ 6. /1/
un luck! in Tellvert 1 ice!
au Iyounger brother! aiysa Idoctor! Kim 'a family name!
kutu fshoe! kim  Tgold! pi Irain!
7. Je/ 8. /=
ne tyes! =kl Tehild!
eku Igee! pesu Tagtor!
ke Terabl! ke Idog!
. " Short Descriptlion:
2 | Symbol:|Clesest English Sound: initially medially f1inally
k fet! in tcan! slightly sometimes unreleased
asplrated volced
intervo-
callically
ke Ie! in iscan! unaspirated; | unaspirated; | unreleased
tense tense
kh k! in Tkeen! heavily heavily unreleased
asplrated asplrated

i3
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Practice 5
1. /k/ 2. /ik/ 3. /kn/
Kim 'a family name! klkum Idream! khi Thelght!
koki Tmeat! kkachl Imagplel! kho Inose!
aka Thaby! akka 1a 1ittle while cokha Tnephew!
ago!
kuk Tsoup! cakku Irepeatedly!
- . Short Description:
3 |Symbol:|Closest English Sound!|  4n3e9a11y medially finally
t 1 in Ttop! slightly sometimes unreleased
asplrated volced
intervo-
callically
tt 1t! in 'stop! unagpirated; unasplrated; unreleased
tense tenae
th Itl in Tteen' heavily heavily unreleased
asplrated asplrated
Practice 6
1. [t/ 2. /tt/ 3. /th/
tal Tmoom? ttal Tdaughter! thal Tmask'! or 'trouble!
gtl  lwhere! itta 'later! 1thil Itwo daya!
pata lgea! patta Irecelve! pithal ‘fslope!
tot  fsailt tto tagain! tho Iparticle (in
grammar) !
" : Short Descriptilon:
4 |8symbol:|Closest English Sound: inttially nediaily finally
P Ipl in Tpin! slightly sometimes unreleased
aspirated volced
intervo-
callically
PP Ipt in Yapint unaspirated; unasplrated; unreleased
tense tense
ph ip! in Tpeen! heavily heavily unreleased
aaplrated asplrated

14
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Practice T

1. /o/

pal
pul
ipal
nap

2. /ep/
Ifoot! ppalkan I'red!
Ifiprel ppul Thorn!
Thair-cut? lppal Ttooth!
1lead! nappin Thad!

3. /pb/
phal Tapm!
phul Tgrass!

naphal 'trumpet!
nophi  Thelght!

" . Short Description:
5 |Symbol:|Closest English Sound: initially nedially finally
c feh! in Tchick! alightly sometimes unreleased
asplrated volced
intervo-
callically
ce 130 4n 'Jack! unasplirated; unaspirated; unreleased
tense tense
ch Ich! in 'cheek! heavily heavily unreleased
aapirated asplrated
Practice 8
1. /fe/ 2. Jfee/ 3. Jenh/
cam 'sleep! ccam Tspare time! cham  'truth!
ceul facale! cecok Igldel! chima !skirt!
ice Tnow! scel Thow! kicha Itraint
ace Iyesterday! sccmsa  'why! achim 'morning!
6 Symbol: Closest English Sound: Short Description:
8 tg! in 1Smith! regularly volceless;
unreleased in final position
a3 Tts! in Tputa! volceless; tense;
unreleased in final position
Practice 9
1. /s/ 2, Jfss/
sal Iflesh! gaal Iricet
sl fpoetry! sal laeed!

15



INTRODUCTORY UNIT

KOREAN BASIC COURSE

Pusan Iname of a eclty!

Bus

ul loperation!

plssan  lexpenaive!

malssim 'speech!

. - Short Descriptions
7 |Symbol:|Closest English Sound: 1nitially redially finally
m Imt in 'mothert consonantal consonantal ayllabie
n tn! in Tnamef consonantal conscnantal syllable
ng Ing! in tsing! - consonantal syllable
Practice 10
1. /m/ 2. /n/ 3. /ng/
mal Thorset nal lday! kang  !rivert
Mikuk 'Americal nul failster! congl Ipaper!
imi falready! ani 'whicht pang Iroom!?
mom Thody! man Ifap! sang Tcaastle!
. ! Short Deseription:
8 |symbol:|Closest English Sound: 1nitially medially finally
= 11! in "1ight! or front 1 flap back 1
Thalll
Practice 11
1. /1i/
laetlo Iradiol
palam twingt
salang love!
kalsang Tehairl
pal Ifoot!
. g Short Description:
9 | Symbol:|Closest English Sound: initially medtaliy finally
h Th! in Thirel! strong wealk -
friction friction

16
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Practlce 12

1. /h/

hana lonel chu tafterncont

hilin Teloudy! inhi  Tgirils name!

hakkyo Ischool! ghin 1901

huson fdescendent!

10 Symbol: Clogest English Sound: Short Desecriptlon:

a
8

W before | 1 Twh! in why! 1ip rounding
&
&
a
2

¥ before | o ty! in lyet? palatalizing
u
&
@

Practice 13
1. /w/ 2. Jy/

wi Igtomacht yak 'station!

wanki lenergy! yull fglass!

wes Twhy! yaku Tbaseballl

cangwan tgarden! uyu Tmilk!

I-wal IFebruary! walya Imoon-night!
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